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“What is now plain is that the emission of 
greenhouse gases… is causing global warming 
at a rate that began as significant, has become 

alarming and is simply unsustainable in the 
long-term. And by long-term I do not mean 

centuries ahead. I mean within the lifetime of 
my children certainly; and possibly within my 

own. And by unsustainable, I do not mean a 
phenomenon causing problems of adjustment. 

I mean a challenge so far-reaching in its impact 
and irreversible in its destructive power that it 

alters radically human existence.”

14th September 2004

“What is now plain in that the emission of greenhouse gases…is causing global 
warming at a rate that began as significant, has become alarming and is simply 
unsustainable in the long-term. And by long-term I do not mean centuries ahead. 
I mean within the lifetime of my children certainly; and possibly within my own. 
And by unsustainable, I do not mean a phenomenon causing problems of 
adjustment. I mean a challenge so far-reaching in its impact and irreversible in its 
destructive power, that it alters radically human existence.”
Tony Blair, 14th September 2004
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2005

Climate change is Friends of the Earth’s priority campaign for 2005
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Levels of Carbon Dioxide in Levels of Carbon Dioxide in 
atmosphere, 1000AD atmosphere, 1000AD ––
present daypresent day

Mann et alMann et al

Green house gases, such as carbon dioxide are building up in the atmosphere, 
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The GuardianThe Guardian

forming a blanket around the World, and trapping heat 
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BBCBBC

A warmer World will lead to more extreme weather patterns, more storms ,more 
floods, and more hot summers. 
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to become norm
by middle of
the century

Hadley Centre

Global temperature rise from five possible scenariosGlobal temperature rise from five possible scenarios

IPCCIPCC

A recent research report by the UK Metrological Office suggested that the heat 
wave of 2003, which killed tens of thousands of people across Europe and ruined 
crops, will become the norm by the middle of the century. 
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Higher temperatures
will change habitats

1,000,000 species 
at risk of extinction

Impacts already 
noticed in 2004

A warmer World threatens wildlife with a million species at risk of extinction 
because the habitats they live in will change because of higher temperatures and 
they either have nowhere to migrate to that is suitable for them or, in the case of 
some animals (for example those that live in trees), they are unable to migrate 
hundreds of miles to more suitable habitats.
<<click>>
Already some impacts are being felt. 2004 witnessed a near complete breeding 
failure among the seabirds which nest on the northern coasts of Britain.  The 
skuas, auks, guillemots, terns and gulls arrived on the Orkney and Shetland Isles 
as usual in spring, but failed to breed. Some 170,000 pairs of guillemots 
produced no young at all while skuas turned to cannibalism. The reason was lack 
of food. These birds rely on sand eels to rear chicks, but there were no sand eels 
because warmer seas had driven the sand ells further north.
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Sea levels could rise 50cm

Estimated 150,000,000 
environmental refugees

due to climate change

In UK, 3.5 million could 
be at risk from flooding

CLIMATE CAMPAIGN

A warmer World also threatens people, especially those living in developing 
countries where subsistence farming which depends on regular rainfall patterns is 
the norm and where they have little financial means to adapt to rising sea levels 
and more floods. Rising sea levels, due to melting ice and glaciers, as well as the 
expansion of ocean water as it heats up, could result in sea levels rising by half a 
metre by 2100. This spells disaster for countries with large river deltas such as 
Bangladesh, Southern China and Egypt, as well as for many islands in the Pacific 
and Indian Oceans. It has been estimated that by 2050 there could be 150 million 
environmental refugees because of climate change.
<<click>>
In the UK, the Environment Agency has estimated that annual damage from 
flooding could rise from the present level of £1 billion to as much as £25 billion 
and that the number of people at a high risk from flooding could rise from 1.5 
million to 3.5 million.
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1 Light coloured ice reflects back the Sun’s energy efficiently.
2 Exposed land is darker coloured and absorbs more energy.
3 As the ice melts, more land is exposed. This absorbs more heat,
melting more ice. 4 The altitude of the melting ice is reduced so it 
becomes harder for new ice to form. 
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This isn’t a problem we can wait to tackle. At a certain threshold it is possible that 
we will not be able to stop further warming. For example if the global temperature 
increases above around 2 degree centigrade then the frozen tundra near the 
poles may defrost releasing huge amounts of methane – a powerful greenhouse 
gas – which will cause more warming. Or as ice melts then less energy will get 
reflected and instead the earth will absorb it and warm up further. These so called 
natural feedback systems are of huge concern and the focus of much scientific 
research. Current thinking is that it is possible that this threshold may be crossed 
in the next 10-15 years if we don’t see global reductions in greenhouse gas 
emissions.
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For these reasons Friends of the Earth has to prioritise the climate change 
campaign. It is a campaign which vividly demonstrates to supporters and 
potential supporters that Friends of the Earth is fighting for environmental justice 
in a World that lives within environmental limits.
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needed to tackleneeded to tackle

climate changeclimate change

UK well placed to UK well placed to 
show leadershipshow leadership

Need to talk Need to talk andand
act toughact tough

CLIMATE CAMPAIGN

To achieve global reductions in emissions we need international leadership to 
secure a global agreement on climate change which will reduce global emissions 
reducing year on year.  The UK could provide that leadership. It is well placed to 
show leadership through its relationship with Europe, the USA and 
Commonwealth countries. But can only do so by talking tough and acting tough 
on climate change, otherwise it has no credibility. 
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UK review of Climate Change UK review of Climate Change 
programmeprogramme

UK Presidency of G8 and UK Presidency of G8 and 
hosting G8 summit in Julyhosting G8 summit in July

UK Presidency of EUUK Presidency of EU

UK leading EU negotiations at UK leading EU negotiations at 
meeting of Kyoto Protocolmeeting of Kyoto Protocol

CLIMATE CAMPAIGN

2005 is a unique opportunity for the UK to show leadership on climate change. In 
the first half of the year it is reviewing its Climate Change Programme. It holds 
the Presidency of the G8 – the richest countries in the World – and in July hosts 
the G8 meeting of G8 leaders. In the second half of 2005 it holds the EU 
presidency, and will lead negotiations for the European Union at the December 
meeting of the Kyoto Protocol, the first meeting after ratification of the protocol 
and the starting point for negotiations on longer-term cuts in global emissions.
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“What is now plain is that the emission of 
greenhouse gases… is causing global warming 
at a rate that began as significant, has become 

alarming and is simply unsustainable in the 
long-term. And by long-term I do not mean 

centuries ahead. I mean within the lifetime of 
my children certainly; and possibly within my 

own. And by unsustainable, I do not mean a 
phenomenon causing problems of adjustment. 

I mean a challenge so far-reaching in its impact 
and irreversible in its destructive power that it 

alters radically human existence.”

Tony Blair, 14th September 2004

As we saw earlier, Tony Blair is talking tough… but he isn’t acting tough. Since 
1997 carbon dioxide – the main greenhouse gas – has not decreased in the UK. 
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Show international
leadership

Friends of the Earth’s job is to get the UK delivering cuts in greenhouse gas 
emissions so that it can demonstrate real international leadership on climate 
change.
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illReduce emissions:

3 per cent per every year

Will take up to five years to 
pass the Bill

Push for international action

Prove that it can be done  

Friends of the Earth will campaign to put the UK on course to reduce emissions 
every year by passing a Parliamentary Bill that will mandate the Government to 
reduce emissions by around 3 per cent every year. We believe that this is the 
right tactic as there is overwhelming scientific evidence that emissions do need to 
reduce every year and that the Government can not credibly state that it wants to 
reduce emissions without showing willingness to support a Bill that requires it. It 
will take 3 to 5 years to pass the Bill. Getting support for the Bill is therefore the 
priority for our work and will involve supporters and local groups getting support 
from their MPs.
In the meantime we will also push Tony Blair to push for further international 
action when he hosts the Presidency of the G8 rich developed countries and the 
EU in 2005 and leads negotiations at the Kyoto Protocol meeting of parties in 
December 2005, which will continue for another couple of years. 
To back up the Bill we will demonstrate that the UK can reduce emissions year 
on year.  We will present these findings in our response to the Government 
consultation on climate change.
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more about, including from people 
like Friends of the Earth, is how 
realistically and acceptably we 

can do better.””

8th December 2004
Channel 4 News

Beckett with her quote on C4 news - "What we now want to hear much more from 
including from people like Friends of the Earth is how realistically and acceptably 
we can do better."
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Challenge road transport

Restrict aviation growth

Renewable / low-carbon fuels

Local, regional and 
national levels

CLIMATE CAMPAIGN

Our submission will suggest that action is needed to close-down inefficient coal-
fired power stations, tackle rising emissions from road transport, restrict the 
growth in new sources of greenhouse gas emissions such as aviation and shift 
energy production from fossil fuels to renewable and low carbon fuels. We will 
identify what changes are needed at a regional or local level as well as at a 
national level. Friends of the Earth will demonstrate that these changes improve 
people’s quality of life not diminish them and they will help not hinder our 
economy. 
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Work with mid-greens
to raise awareness

Directly-affected
communities

CLIMATE CAMPAIGN

To win our campaign we work with our existing supporters (financial supporters, 
active supporters, local groups) to get their support for the Climate Change Bill as 
well as working in coalition with other groups. We will also work with others who 
care about the environment – we call them mid-greens, people like our existing 
supporters but not yet active – to raise awareness and help them help in the 
campaign. Our communications work will be tailored to each of these audiences 
to get the maximum support for the Bill. 
<<click>>
We will work with communities living near big greenhouse gas emitters or 
potential big greenhouse gas emitters (we will begin in the first year with people 
living next to inefficient coal-fired power stations and in future years support 
people living near airport expansions). We will ask these people to support our 
Bill and help us overcome opposition to the Bill by demonstrating their support for 
action to cut emissions by, for example, closing down the old inefficient coal fired 
power stations and replacing them with more efficient power plants or rejecting 
the expansion of airports. 
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Build a coalition –
‘Climate Movement’

Friends of the Earth
Europe &

International

CLIMATE CAMPAIGN

We will also demonstrate the Friends of the Earth’s commitment to directly 
affected communities by identifying and working with them and help them ask for 
action on climate change. This work will take a number of years and will need to 
be responsive to their needs as well as seeking overtime their support for our Bill.  
<<click>>
Alongside our campaign we will work with other groups to build a coalition of 
environment, development, social and faith groups to ask for action on climate 
change. This Climate Movement will build over a five year period and will 
compliment our work as well as the work of our sister groups in Friends of the 
Earth Europe and Friends of the Earth International
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Training day for new 
campaign

Take messages to 
communities and 

influence key
decision-makers

Sign up!

CLIMATE CAMPAIGN

How you can get involved:

Organising for the campaign launch in March
Training day for new campaign and celebration of last years Climate Challenge 
work, contact Katie Elliot (katiee@foe.co.uk / 020 7566 1673)  if interested in 
attending.
Identifying opportunities for groups to take out the climate change messages to 
people in their areas and for opportunities for them to influence local and regional 
decision-makers.
If you want to sign-up for joining with the campaign contact Katie Elliot on the 
above details. 
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